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Definition of Homelessness 

Sleeping in places not meant 

for human habitation 

o Street 

o Parks 

o Along rivers, in 

backyards 

o Unconverted garages 

o Cars and vans 

o Along freeways or 

under overpasses 

o Others  
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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, all 

Continua of Care use a “literal homeless” definition. 



Definition of Homelessness 

Sleeping in emergency 

shelters, safe havens, or 

transitional housing 

programs and were 

homeless upon entry 

into the program 
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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, all 

Continua of Care use a “literal homeless” definition. 



Data and Information Background 

The 2013 count, conducted across the 

Los Angeles Continuum of Care. 

More data and statistics at Los Angeles 

Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA). 

www.lahsa.org. 
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http://www.lahsa.org/


Data and Information Background 

Service Planning Area (SPA) data will be 

used. 

Some City Council District information will 

be presented.  

SPA 6 is all within LAPD South Bureau’s 

region. 

Parts of SPA 8 (San Pedro, Harbor 

Gateway, Harbor City, Wilimington) are in 

the LAPD South Bureau region.  
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L.A. City Council 

Districts within  

LAPD South 

Bureau Coincide 

with Council 

Districts 

8,  9, 10, & 15 

L.A. City Council Districts LAPD Bureau Map 
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• 53,798 homeless people in 2013 

versus 45,422 in 2011 across L.A. 

County. 
(includes hidden homeless) 

• 18.4% increase since 2011 

• 5 out of 8 SPAs saw increases 



2013 LAHSA Point in Time Count April 30, 2014 8 

• SPA 6 had big increases in every age group  except for 

those under 18  

• SPA 8 had decreases in every age group except for those 

aged 25-54.  
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Homeless Data Summaries April 30, 2014 10 

City Council District 8 
Total Homeless: 2,307 
Single Adults:   1,674 
Family Members:  547 
Unaccompanied Youth:  86 

• There were a total of 7,268 homeless people counted in 2013 through the LAHSA PIT 

count within the geographic boundaries of the LAPD South Bureau region. 

• Over 31% of L.A. City’s homeless population is in LAPD’s South Bureau region.    

• Council District 15 in 2013 had over 56% of SPA 8’s homeless  population  

City Council District 9 
Total Homeless: 2,564 
Single Adults:   2,097 
Family Members:  324 
Unaccompanied Youth:  143 

City Council District 10 
Total Homeless: 1,168 
Single Adults:   924 
Family Members:  240 
Unaccompanied Youth:  4 

City Council District 15 
Total Homeless: 1,226 
Single Adults:   742 
Family Members:  424 
Unaccompanied Youth:  60 



Homeless Subpopulation Profiles 

Chronically Homeless 

Veterans 

Families 

Transition Age Youth 
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Chronically Homeless 
Chronic homelessness is the 

most familiar face of 

homelessness. 

 Long-term and/or 

repeated bouts of 

homelessness coupled 

with disability (physical or 

mental).  

 Often end up living in 

shelters 

 Utilizing and eligible for 

many homeless assistance 

and resources 
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Chronically Homeless 
Most Effective Solutions 

Provide Permanent Supportive Housing 

Reduce Financial Vulnerability 

 Improve Health and Housing Stability 
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Veterans 
 Veterans often become 

homeless due to war-

related disabilities.  

 physical disability,  

 mental anguish 

 post-traumatic stress 

 Difficulties readjusting 

can lead to dangerous 

behaviors,  

 Addiction 

  abuse 

 violence,  

April 30, 2014 14 



Veterans 
Most Effective Solutions 
According to the United States Interagency Council on 

Homelessness 

Providing Affordable Housing 

Providing Permanent Supportive Housing 

 Increasing Opportunities for Meaningful and 

Sustainable Employment 

Reducing Financial Vulnerability 

 Improving Homeless Crisis Response Systems 
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Families 

 Homeless families are 

similar to poor families.  

 Unforeseen financial crisis 

 Medical emergency 

 Car accident  

 A death in the family. 
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Families 
Most Effective Solutions 
According to the United States Interagency Council on 

Homelessness 

Provide resources that enable families to 

safely reenter permanent housing as quickly 

as possible. 

Link families to the benefits, supports, and 

services they need.  

 Identify and implement prevention methods 

to help families avoid homelessness. 
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Transition  

Age Youth 
 Homelessness due to family conflict, 

including divorce, neglect, or 

abuse.  

 Risk factors 

 Child Protective Services 

 Juvenile/Criminal History 

 Mental Health/Trauma Due to 

Abuse 

 Violence & Abuse 

 Access to basic needs such as 

food and shelter 

 Lack of education and 

educational resources 

 Substance Abuse 

 Unemployment 

 Poverty 

 Experiences and Patterns Unique to 

African American and Latino Youth 

need to be considered.   
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Transition Age Youth 
Most Effective Solutions 
According to the United States Interagency Council on 

Homelessness 

Stable housing 

Permanent connections 

Education 

Employment 

Social-emotional well-being 

 

 

April 30, 2014 19 



Current Community Efforts/Programs 

to Address Homelessness  

 SPA 6 and SPA 8 Homeless Coalition 

 South L.A. Homeless TAY and Foster Care 

Collaborative 

 Coordinated Entry for Chronically 

Homeless/Single Adults 

 Family Solutions System 
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Questions 

Grace Weltman 

gweltman@communities-motion.com 

www.communities-motion.com 

(424) 254-8604 
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